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President’s Message by Lorraine Riedel

Happy New Year Friends,

We may have started a new year and a
new decade, but some things never
change. Once again the library faces a
temporary spending freeze, and must also
return part of its current budget. But the
popularity and usage of the library still
grows. This is a good thing. The library
staff and the Friends are happy when we
see patrons checking out books and
DVD'’s, using our computers to access the
Internet, attending our numerous
programs and events, holding their
meetings in the William Ehler’s
Community Room, or checking out the
library's website.  Naturally, with less
money, it is very hard to provide these
services to ever more patrons.
Fortunately, the library has already
received several donations from generous
patrons. If you have not yet done so,
please consider making a contribution. It
does not have to be large — every little bit
helps. Of course, the Friends will
continue to sponsor programs, and
enhance the library by acquiring new
items or replacing defective ones. We will
still provide refreshments for programs
and events, and do whatever else is
requested of us.

If you want to make a personal donation,
please contact library director, Margaret
Borchers. Remember, a donation does
not have to be in cash. It could be
anything from supplies for a sponsored
program to providing items that you
believe will enhance the library's
collection. If you want to contribute but do
not know what is appropriate, you may
find inspiration from a list of recent
contributions posted at the adult
circulation desk.

There is even a way to make a donation
that would not cost anything - the Friends’
“Books for Babies” program! We will

donate $25 for the purchase of one or
two books for each baby born into the
family of a member of the Friends. We
will also make this donation to honor
the death of a loved one. In either
instance a name plate is placed in the
purchased book(s) commemorating the
event and a letter of recognition is sent
to the donors.

Recently the Friends paid to have the
Dolly Curtis Interviews......... videotape
collection at the Edith Wheeler
Memorial Library transferred to DVD.
Dolly Curtis Interviews......... is an
award winning cable TV program of 23
years which features people and
places of local interest all shot on
location. Many of the featured subjects
may be people that are your neighbors
or might be places that you have
always wanted to visit. These DVD's
will be available for teachers as an
educational aide and patrons who just
want to know more about their local
area. Some of the titles included are
Phillip Jones and Jones Family Farms;
Beardsley Cider Mill; Cooking on an
Open Hearth at the Beardsley House;
Emil Tramposch, Nurseryman and
Groundcover Grower; and Jacques
Desmonts, Hand Bookbinder. The
Friends would like to thank David
Schwartz of WPKN whose expert
transfers and jacket designs made this
all possible. We would also like to
thank Dolly Curtis, the producer and
host of the program.

Be on the lookout for our first Friends
of the Library Concert of the year!
There will be six concerts in all — three
in the spring and three in the fall.
These events are presented free to the
public. Each consists of a musical
performance followed by an informal
reception where the audience can get
to know the artists personally. Our well
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-attended concert series continues to
be an outstanding source of
entertainment for the town and offers
an array of talent that appeals to a
broad audience. A list of the dates
and times for our upcoming concerts
appears in the Friends Events
section of this newsletter. If you
know of anyone who would like to
perform in one of our concerts or
anyone who would like to sponsor
one of our concerts, please contact
Adria Pearlman (459-1073).

| know summer may seem far away,
but it will be here before you know it
and so will our annual Book Sale. As
of now, and if Mother Nature
cooperates, we will be holding this
year's sale from June 26 until June
30, with set-up dates from June 23
until June 25. Our backup dates are
in July, but hopefully we will not need
them. Fortunately, we already have
been blessed with numerous
donations. Unfortunately, we do not
have enough sorters to keep up with
this enormous task. We are planning
to hold an open house to train new
sorters on Saturday, February 27,
from 10 A.M. until 2 P.M. If you have
never helped sort before and are
interested in learning how we do this,
please drop in. Once you have

become familiar with our system, you
can sort whenever you have the
opportunity to do so - if you are
passing by the library or you are
waiting while your child is attending a
program or whenever you have a few
minutes to spare. In addition to our
weekly book sales on Wednesday, |
would like to start a monthly sale on
Saturday. It would be run the same
way as our Wednesday sales -
patrons could browse and make their
purchases while we sort. Eventually
we will be looking for volunteers to
help with various aspects of the
summer sale. Please contact Karen
Cardi if you would like to help in any
way. Remember, no commitment is
too small and no task is too
insignificant! There are lots of things
that need to be done and if we all
unite, together we can make this
year's sale a success.

| have an additional request to make.
If you are currently receiving this
newsletter via snail mail and have
internet access, please let us add your
name to the list of members who
receive it via an e-mail. This would
reduce the cost of producing as well
as time involved in sending out this
periodical.

Friends of the Edith Wheeler Memorial Library

| am always on the lookout for ideas
for new projects, be it a fund raiser
and/or social event. Please contact
me with any ideas you may have, or
better yet, plan to attend one of our
meetings and present your idea in
person!

| wish you all peace, health, and
happiness throughout the coming
year,

Loviaine

“The only true equalisers in the world
are books; the only treasure-house
open to all comers is a library; the
only wealth which will not decay is
knowledge; the only jewel which you
can carry beyond the grave is
wisdom.” J. A. Langford

You can reach Lorraine at
littleonelar@earthlink.net or call 261-
8753 or 913-3877

Library Director’s Column by Margaret Borchers

The library is going through a rough spot again, with a temporary freeze and a give-back of this year’s operating funds,
and that really hurts! The library operating budget is bare bones, and in order to find 1% of our operating budget ($7000)
to give back to the Town it can only come from our book, movie and music budget. But just when things seem at their
lowest point, your friends come through. The library is receiving donations to help buy books. Donations, large and
small; and each one of these donations helps tremendously. And not just monetary donations! What about our team of
volunteers who help every week? They shelve the books, get the magazines ready for the shelves, send and receive
interlibrary loan books, and help with programs. We couldn’t keep going without them.

Did you know that David Merrill, after finishing some repair work on his mural, is painting the hallway to cover dirt and
smudge marks; Paul Johnson put up the new bulletin board in the Children’s Department; George Pihonak put together
a utility cart; and Jack Bath fixed the train table? Many people help in many different ways and they give their time and
talents because the library is important to them. So when | feel overwhelmed by the difficulties facing the library right
now, | think of all the people willing to help and it makes me feel a lot better. | hope it makes you feel good, too.
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MUSEUM PASSES

These passes, available for a two day loan period parents Book Blog!
on a first come, first served basis, provide free or f A blog devoted just to the parents
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Teen Movie Night
Wednesday Book Sales (2™ Friday at 7 PM)
Friends’ Room For teens grades 7 to 12
(10 AM -2 P M) The library will be closed. o
Are you looking for a enter at the back door’
good book? Stop by Free popcorn and sodé'
and visit us while we '
sort books for our July
at 10 AM) book sale. While you
are there, you can also
-t pick up a book bag, a
e \Q;“\m magnet, note cards, or

\
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Teen Advisory Board (2"* and 4™ Monday - 3:30 — 5:00 PM)

Come help us decide on programs, books, and movies for teens, do community service projects, and more.
Bring a book to swap each time. Registration is required.
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Friends of the Edith Wheeler Memorial Library

-
UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE LIBRARY

The library hosts a wide range of free activities for all members of the family — below is a small sampling. Call the Circulation Desk at
452-2850 to register for programs. Ask for the Children’s Room to learn more about Children’s programs. For a complete listing of
the exciting upcoming activities and events for children, teens, and adults, visit the library’s website at www.ewml.org. You can also
sign up to receive e-mail notifications about upcoming events.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

Poetry Slam for Kids Saturday, April 10, 10:30 AM (grades 1-6)

Participate in a poetry event to celebrate National Poetry Month! Bring poetry that you have written at home or at school and read it
aloud to the group. Everyone who reads aloud receives a participation prize! All poetry that is contributed that day will be put into the
Edith Wheeler Memorial Library’s first ever Children’s Poetry Booklet. Please register.

Anything But Typical -Pizza & A Book - Author Visit By Nora Baskin, Wednesday, April 14 at 4:30 PM (grades 4-7)

Author Nora Baskin will be here to enjoy pizza with 40 lucky participants and talk about her book, Anything But Typical. Pick up the
book at the Children’s Desk so you can read it before the program. [This book is about Jason Blake, an autistic 12-year-old living in a
neurotypical world and his online friend, PhoenixBird (Rebecca), who posts stories to the same online site as he does. Jason longs to
meet her, yet he is terrified that if they do meet Rebecca will only see his autism and not who Jason really is. This is a breathtaking
depiction of an autistic boy's struggles and a story for anyone who has ever worried about fitting in.] Registration is required.

Parent/Child Book Voyagers: The Secret Garden by Frances Burnett Monday, April 19 at 4:30PM (approx. grades 4-6 &
caregiver)

The perfect book for the season! Checkout this classic from our Children’s Desk. Participants will be given a copy of the book and
discussion guide. Read together as a family or as parent and child. The day of the program, come ready for a lively discussion and
snacks with our host Bina Williams. [Mary is an unhappy orphan forced to live in the home of a wealthy guardian, a busy man who
has no time at all for her. But when Mary meets her guardian’s mysterious son, and discovers a secret garden hidden on the estate—
a startling change begins to come over her and life for everyone is never quite the same!] Registration is required and is limited to 15
caregiver/child combos.

Green Gal’'s Go Green Sing-Along (TICKETED PROGRAM), Thursday, April 22 at 10:30 AM (geared for ages 4 and up)

Join Green Gal, who is on a special mission from the Green Queen, as she teaches you all about keeping the earth healthy and
treating each other right. She’s an earth-friendly super-heroine complete with original songs and a guitar. Use recycled instruments to
jam along. Learn how we all can go green! Pick up your free tickets 30 minutes before show time at the Children’s Desk.

Library Pet Show Saturday, May: 8 at 100 PM (family program - all ages)

The library wants to meet your pet! Participants are responsible for their pet and must fill out an application form at the Children’s
Desk to participate. Pets will be judged on a variety of different attributes within their own category. The categories are: Birds, Cats,
Dogs, Rodents, Fish, Reptiles, Arachnids, and Other. If your pet has difficulty being around people, you may bring a picture of them
instead. One pet from each category will win best in show, but all pets will be winners and receive certificates. Registration closes
April 30. No unregistered pets will be allowed. Due to judging time constraints, there is a limit to the number of pets we can
accommodate.

TEEN PROGRAMS

Teen Digital Photo Contest - Taking submissions March 1%-31%'  Age groups: 7th-9" grade, 10"-12"" grade
Call the Adult Services Desk or check out Teen Programs online to see rules and requirements for submission. Photos will be judged
and prizes awarded in two categories and two age groups. Categories: Best black and white image, Best color image

Wii Guitar Hero Contest — Thursday, March 11" 3:30-5:00 PM
Come celebrate teen tech week with us at the library! Bring your friends and join us for intense Guitar Hero 5 competition.
Refreshments will be served and there will be a prize for the top winner. Registration is required.

Teen Workshop — Body Collage, Tuesday, March 16", 4:00-5:30 PM

Come and have your body traced on large paper, then cut it out and decorate it any way you want. There will be fabrics, flowers,
colored papers, markers, glitter glue and more! After you are done, we will hang them around the library to make our space more
beautiful! You will get your art work back in a month's time after the public has had a chance to see it. Registration is required. This
program is limited to 15 teens.

Teen Writer’'s Slam — Saturday, April 10", 1:00-3:00 PM

The library and Monroe schools are teaming up for a writer's competition for National Poetry Month! 7th-12th graders, sign up to read
your poem or short work. The piece does not have to be a poem, but it must be your own work. Each writer gets 3 minutes to read
one piece. All readers will receive a gift for participating. First and second prizes will be awarded in each of 3 grade groups.
Participation is limited to 25. Registration ends March 28", s0 be sure to sign up now!
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ADULT PROGRAMS

The Conservation Movement in Connecticut — Monday, March 22", 6:30-8:00 PM

Come learn about the history of the conservation movement in Connecticut: how did it happen; who were the key players; where we
are today; and how we can be more diligent in our attempts to preserve our open space. This program will be presented by James W.
Little, Director of Development at the Connecticut Forest & Park Association, the state's oldest conservation organization. Copies of
the book Twentieth Century New England Land Conservation - A Heritage of Civic Engagement, edited by Charles H.W. Foster, a
past dean at the Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies, will be available for purchase. Registration is required.

Murder Alla Italiana, A Daytime Mystery Book Discussion Series

Four Thursdays, 10:30 AM -12:00 PM — March 25", April 8", April 29", and May13th

Viva ltalia! Sunny ltaly has always been a great favorite of the British, perhaps because the climate and the people are so different
from what they are used to in England. In this four-part series, three British writers and an expatriate American author will take us on a
murderous tour of Rome, Bologna, Florence and Venice. Titles in date order are: The Raphael Affair, by lain Pears; The Marshal and
the Madwoman, by Magdalen Nabb; Back to Bologna, by Michael Dibdin; and Death at La Fenice, by Donna Leon. Discussion will be
led by Carole Shmurak, Author/Professor Emerita at Central CT State University. This program is sponsored by the Connecticut
Humanities Council. Books will be available at the library's front desk one month prior to the discussion. Registration is requested.

Spring Tune-Up for Your Job Search — Monday, April 12", 7:00-8:00 PM

Get your job search back on track for the new season. lan Kennedy, President of The Schegg Group will talk about getting together
your basic documents: resume one page profile, cover letters, and business cards. He'll also discuss Self Introduction through
networking, telling stories, personal energy, and interviewing. Registration is required.

Spring Story Times (April 6 - May 27)

Lap-Sit Story Time (Approx. Age 0-20 months) Tuesdays at 10:15 AM
Geared towards children who are not yet walking or have just beqgun to walk accompanied by a parent or caregiver.
Songs, rhymes, bounces, music and books! This program is based in the lap of the parent or caregiver and lasts
approximately 25 minutes.

Movers and Shakers (Approx. Ages 20-36 months) Tuesdays & Thursdays at 11:00 AM & 11:30 AM
Geared towards children who are walking and love to move accompanied by parent or caregiver. Songs, dancing,
rhymes, circle songs, use of manipulatives, books, puppets, music, and plenty of interaction. 30 minutes.

Preschool Story Time (Ages 3-5 years) Wednesdays & Thursdays at 10:15 AM
3-4 picture books read to the group and a craft, activity or short animated version of a book. Children are
encouraged to attend this program without a parent or caregiver. 30 minutes.

|

FRIENDS’ EVENTS AT THE LIBRARY

PREMIER JEWELRY SHOW
Saturday, May |, from 1:30 to 3:30 PM
Back by popular demand! Something for every taste!

CONCERT SERIES
Sunday, March 21 at 2:00 PM
Sammy Blanchett, contemporary guitarist, singer and songwriter

Sunday, April 28 at 2:00 PM
Frank Porto Band, big band and show tunes

Sunday, May 16 at 2:00 PM
The return of Donald Alfano, classical piano
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Friends of the Edith Wheeler Memorial Library

The Rotary Club of Monroe Presents
AN EVENING OF

BIG BAND jAZZ

Featurmg THE JIM ROYLE ALL-STAR BIG BAND

Including Special Guest Performers Mike Ances, Aaron
Barkon, Jack Ceccolini and Vocalist Giacomo Gates!

With an Opening
Performance by the
Masuk High School
Jazz Band!

Saturday, March 6th
8:00 PM

Masuk High School Auditorium

Tickets: $30r $25 Seniors 65+/Students

Proceeds to benefit Rotary International PolioPlus —
the fight to eradicate worldwide polio | Masuk Instrumental Music Department
Monroe “Project Warmth” Fuel Assistance Fund and other Rotary Club projects.

Information /Tickets: Wayne Chmura (203) 459-4663 or Tom Taylor (203) 261-2260
Tickets also available at Bull's Head Printers 200 Main Street, Monroe » (203) 261-6100
www.rotaryclubofmonroe.org e rotary.monroe@sbcglobal.net




Page 7

Calling all Friends
and Friends of
Friends!

Our Annual Book Sale is coming up in June and we
need your help. Our inventory is overflowing and
we need your help sorting it all!

Come lend a hand for a half hour, a full hour or
any time you can spare.

We need help separating the books into children’s,
Hardcover Fiction, Trade paperbacks,

Mass Market Paperbacks, Non-Fiction, etc. We
will also need help pricing and getting the books
onto the shelves, then packed up and moved into

storage.
If you can help with any of these tasks please stop
by the Friends Room
(located back of the children’s library)
on Wednesdays from 10-2pm

or at our

Sorting Open House

Saturday February 27th

10-2pm

For more information contact Karen at:
kbcardi@charter.net or 445-1082
Community Service hours available.
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Friends of the Edith Wheeler Memorial Library

This month, | would like to highlight some new features on our web page that our patrons will find useful.

First, for our teens, there is now a designated Teen Databases page for middle and high school students. This page
spotlights library databases that teens are most likely to need. For example, our History Resource Center includes refer-
ence entries, newspaper articles, and primary documents for a wide variety of historical events studied in 7" through 12™
grades . The Teen Databases page also has a literary database, a Biography Resource Center with extensive entries,
and a Science Resource Center for those working on science fair projects or daily science homework.

For teens approaching SAT testing, there is PrepMe, a service that offers free SAT study assistance. Students create
their own account using their library card barcode. The system then prompts them to take a diagnostic test and select
the date they are taking the exam. Once this information is in the system, the service creates a personalized schedule
which includes lessons, quizzes, and practice tests. Scores and feedback are sent regularly via e-mail. This is a great
way to prepare for the SATs and it is absolutely FREE to our Monroe patrons.

There has also been a timely addition to the homepage for our adult patrons. With unemployment still a serious concern
in the community, the library has taken advantage of an opportunity to provide a new live online job assistance service
called JobNow! Through JobNow! patrons can use their library card to create a free personal account that allows them
to submit résumés for professional critique. Live online job coaches are available to chat Monday through Sunday from
3:00 to 11:00 p.m. to provide interview practice or assistance with other job related questions and skills. If you are look-
ing for a job, be sure to look at all the different types of assistance offered through JobNow!

The library pays for all of these quality databases and online services so our patrons can get reliable information free of
charge both in the library and at home. If you're not already taking advantage of them, be sure to try them out!

Lorna Rhyins
Adult Services Librarian

Notes from Nancy Zorena, Monroe Historical Society President
The History Room

In addition to the work we do at our three properties,
we maintain the history room at the EWML. You can
find us open on Fridays 1-3 pm, by chance, or by
appointment. Call Nancy at 261-8554 or Ed 268-0723
to set up an appointment. Recently a group of Cub
Scouts and a class of high schoolers from St. Stephens
(Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel) visited the history
room to learn about the town’s history through the
many artifacts housed there. For more information
about us, you can visit our website at
www.monroehistoricsociety.org where you can also
sign up for enews to receive emails with upcoming
happenings. We do many educational programs during
the year. On March 13™, we will present at Minds in
Motion for children in grades 4-5 in Newtown. To sign
up for that event contact: www.ctgifted.org

On April 17", we will host Sharon B. Smith, author of
Connecticut’s Civil War at our Meetinghouse at the
corner of East Village and Barn Hill at 2 pm. She will
discuss the role of CT during the Civil War as well as
some of CT’s heroes.

We are busily preparing for our May 14-17 tag and
textile sale. To help prep or donate, call Angie 459-
3419 or Louise 268-4823.
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Mural Repairs

Many of you have had occasion to stop and admire the wonderful mural, "Our Town,” in the library. You may have
noticed cracks have developed, probably as a result of the building settling. These cracks are being fixed with the help
of the mural's creator, David Merrill, and carpenter Mike Neiman. Mike filled the two bigger cracks with caulking, then
covered them with fiberglass mesh to hold both sides together and covered it with a compound. David has completed
repainting the parts of the mural that showed damage to the left of the doorway to the Children’s Department.

“Time will tell whether the caulking and fiberglass method will stand up to the stresses of the location”, Merrill said. “By
next winter we’ll know whether it's going to hold or not.”

The Monroe Historical Society raised the more than $2,000 needed to complete the initial test phase of this lengthy
project. Repairs were covered by a variety of donations, including $1,000 from the Newtown Savings Bank, $1,000 from
the Edith Wheeler Memorial Trust, Friends of the Library gave $300, and members of the Historical Society and library
patrons donated to the project.

The Monroe Historical Society was incorporated in 1959 and recently celebrated its 50" year serving the town of
Monroe. Below is a timeline of events that have occurred in town over the last fifty years.

1959 Monroe Historical Society was founded. The first president was Fred Gregory. Current board members Edward
Coffey and Philip Jones were among the founding members.
The first bank in Monroe opened at Stepney Green.
YMCA organized in Monroe

1960 The Monroe Historical Society sent out a press release looking for old Monroe photographs. We now have over
2,000 photos in our collection at the Edith Wheeler Memorial Library in the history room.

1962 Stepney School opened in February.
St. Stephen’s School opened (now known as St Jude School).
The Monroe Courier began publishing.

1964 Ed Coffey chairs the Society’s first house tour in town.
1966 Kindergarten was initiated in the Monroe Public Schools.

1969 Chalk Hill Middle School opened.
Monroe Center Historic District was established.

1972 Monroe Town Hall, Library and Police Headquarters Complex was dedicated.
Webb Mountain Park opened.

1973 Monroe Sesquicentennial year. Monroe planned the biggest Memorial Day Parade ever in celebration of its 150"
year under the leadership of chairman, Bob Tranzillo.
William E. Wolfe Park dedicated.
Barn Hill- East Village 1790 Schoolhouse was given to the Society by the members of the Methodist Church.

1976 Monroe celebrates the nation’s Bicentennial. Monroe Historical Society sponsored the Bicentennial history quilt —
now located in the Monroe History Room at the Edith Wheeler Memorial Library.

1980s Monroe Historical Society restored the 1811 East Village Methodist Meetinghouse at the corner of East Village
and Barn Hill Roads (also a gift of the Monroe Methodist Church).
Monroe Elementary School fire in August, 1982 — rebuilt by 1983 school year.

1985 Nancy Zorena, Judy Standerford and Joan Sondergaard organize their first summer Hands-on-History for
children at the schoolhouse. It has been held each summer for the last 24 years.

1993 Monroe Historical Society sold the Bailey House on Old Tannery Road in order to purchase the Eliot Beardsley
Homestead at 31 Great Ring Road from the town of Monroe.

Ongoing The Society is working to maintain and restore the Eliot Beardsley House with its Hands-on-History
programs, tag, textile and Christmas sales as well as through membership contributions, and grants.
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